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The Unchained 
Word of God

by Bishop Noel A. Pantoja

Bishop Noel A. Pantoja
National Director, PCEC

At the National Assembly in 
Cebu City back in July 2019, 
PCEC declared 2020 as the 

‘Year of the Bible’ and launched ‘GO 
2020’ to set the stage for the final 
year of Philippines Vision 120 x 2020 
(PV120) which aimed to double the 
number of churches from 66,000 to 
120,000. Then came COVID-19. The 
landscape of national and global 
ministries changed in an instant. It is 
then but natural to expect the shelving 
of plans, but this is supernatural.
 

As our plans are delayed and for 
some, shattered, God says in His 
Word, “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the LORD, “plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future. 
Then you will call upon me and come 
and pray to me, and I will listen to 
you. You will seek me and find me 
when you seek me with all your heart.” 
(Jeremiah 29:11-13)

 
Our hearts may be gripped by fear, but 

God says in His Word, “So do not fear, 
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 
for I am your God. I will strengthen you 
and help you; I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10)

 
As we wait for a vaccine, God says in 

His Word, “When I shut up the heavens 

so that there is no rain, or command 
locusts to devour the land or send a 
plague among my people, if my people, 
who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked 
ways, then will I hear from heaven and 
will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land.” (2 Chronicles 7:13-14)

 
In the midst of this pandemic, 

God’s word is our source of comfort, 
wisdom, instruction, and healing. We 
ground ourselves in it, not on sinking 
sand. With the power of His Word, 
the Lord has prepared us, His family, 
before the pandemic and ushered us 
into unprecedented and unexpected 
opportunities for the expansion 
of His Kingdom. He prepared the 
homes and opened millions of house 
churches as mass gatherings and 
public worship services are forbidden. 
He scattered the church but let 
believers be gathered in their homes 
for prayer meetings, worship services, 
discipleship, evangelism, missions, 
communion, care and compassion 
ministries—much like that in Acts 
2. We are in the midst of seeing the 
greatest revival and awakening in 
modern history as the number of 
house churches skyrocketed. Pastors 
have reported an online attendance 
five times more than pre-COVID-19!  

 

PERSPECTIVE

The kingdom of God will grow in the 
midst of all adversities. The Word of 
God cannot be chained. The gospel is 
irresistible, unstoppable and cannot be 
locked down.

“I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it” 
(Matthew 16:18). Not even COVID-19. 

 
  Bishop Noel Pantoja

  36th day of Lockdown
  April 22, 2020
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2020: The Year
of the Bible

FEATURE

Evangelicals Today sits down 
with the directors of Philippine 
Bible Society (PBS) to know 

more about the 2020 being declared 
as the Year of the Bible by PCEC, the 
National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines (NCCP) and the World 
Evangelical Alliance (WEA), and the 
Roman Catholic during their individual 
assemblies.
 
ET: Tell us more about the Year of 
the Bible.
 
MS. DAWN MORAN-CASTRO (DC), 
PBS Communications Supervisor: 
The year 2020 as the Year of the 
Bible was done to make the Bible 
known and for Christians all over the 
Philippines to have more opportunities 
to promote and proclaim the Word. 
Every year we only have January as 
the National Bible Month, but this is 
something different, because 2020 is 
also a preparation for next year, which 
celebrates 500 years of Christianity 
here in the Philippines.
 
PBS encouraged the Board to pass this 
resolution to churches as we are an 
interconfessional organization with a 
Board of Trustees comprising of five 
from PCEC, NCCP, and the Roman 
Catholic Church each, and three from 
Independent Churches.
 

ET: What is the general goal?
 
DC: Make the Bible known and to 
promote the reading, living, and loving 
of the Word of God, not only during 
special events but in everyday living.
 
ET: What are the activities lined up?
 
DC: We really want to campaign more 
this year, so we spearheaded the 
“Ipasa ang Pag-asa” Bible Campaign, in 
partnership with LRT and MRT where 
we have placed donation boxes, had 
Scripture verses flashed in their LED 
TVs, and placed posters and banners. 
We have been given fast approval by 

the management, and we thank the 
Lord for the favor.
 
We are in the process of producing 
TV ads, with the help of our media 
partners. We have already produced 
two, although we have not yet 
launched them publicly. We are looking 
at producing five TV commercials 
promoting our Bible campaign.
 
ET: How receptive are the people 
today for the Bible?
 
DR. NORA LUCERO, PBS National 
Director (NL): I think people are 
more interested in becoming spiritual 
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and looking at how we connect to 
God with what has been happening 
like the coronavirus, Taal Volcano 
eruption, earthquakes, typhoons, all 
these calamities. These are the times 
for people to turn to the word and be 
receptive to what it says.
 
ET: Are there new Bible versions 
and Bible Translations to be 
launched?
 
NL: The New Testament Pinoy Version 
was launched on September 13, 2018 
at the Manila International Book Fair. 
We are looking at the completion of 
the Old Testament hopefully in 2022 or 
early 2023.
 

The Pinoy Version connects well with 
the youth. In fact, we have a recent 
interest from Nueva Ecija where they 
are looking at giving this to High 
School students for their graduation. 
We have a good order from the 
Government of Nueva Ecija for their 
program to teach good values and 
GMRC in schools.
 
MS. PERRY CARTERA, PBS 
Associate General Secretary (PC):  
We are also launching the NT Cuyonon 
version in July, and then the Tinguiat 
version by January
 
ET: How important is reading the 
Word of God every day?
 

DC: Our vision is to see a transformed 
Filipino people through God’s word. 
The Bible is not just for display or used 
only in special occasions. We want to 
see every Filipino home, every Filipino 
holding a Bible. This is the reason 
why we have programs that promote 
distribution of Bibles to geographically-
isolated areas. We raise funds so that 
people from our churches and even 
parishes from remote areas can receive 
copies of the Bible.
 
We want people to see that their hope 
does not lie on any material or any 
person but rather in the truth that the 
Bible holds and the character that it 
represents.
 

FEATURE

Proverbs 3:5-6
“Trust in the Lord with all your 

hearts, and do not lean on your 
own understanding. In all your 
ways, acknowledge Him, and He 
will make straight your paths.” 

What are your life verses?
It’s difficult to trust something 

that’s not true and would not lead 
you to a new direction, and would 
not make you grounded. The 
Lord provides them. There was a 
moment in my life when I needed 
direction, and that verse came out 
of my reading especially when I was 
transferring from an organization to 
PBS. At that time, PBS was not really 
the best option for me, financially. 
But this verse came out strong, like 
God was telling me, ‘Trust in me 
because I have something for you 
and I know my plans for you and they 
are good.’ And it was true. We don’t 
know our future, but everything is 
in God’s hands, so trust Him with all 
your heart. 

  - Dr. Nora Lucero 
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We want people to see that their hope does not lie on any 
material or any person but rather in the truth that the Bible 
holds and the character that it represents.”

NL: The Bible for me is my joy, so I read 
it every day. I want to know what God 
has for me for a particular day. It is 
difficult to lead myself, my family and 
an organization like the Bible Society if 
I don’t hear from God. You are able to 
assess things based on the framework 
of the Word of God. Your experiences 
or personal direction should be shaped 
and directed by God’s word.

PC: In the absence of a father figure 
in my life, the Bible introduced the 
Lord to me, and who He is, and how 
He deals with His people. I would see 
more of His unchanging character. So 
I always read it, especially when I long 
for a father. The Bible assures me of 
the Lord’s love and protection.
 
In the times I didn’t get to read the 

Bible, I found it hard to look for 
direction. It is really my “cloud by day, 
pillar of fire by night”. When the Lord 
says “Stay,” I stay, and when He says 
“Go,” I go. I wonder how the people 
who don’t read the Bible get by with 
their lives without the direction and 
constant reminder from the Lord that 
He will journey with us. 

Romans 12:12
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.”

I have many life verses. One of 
my favorites is Romans 12:12. With 
everything I have gone through at 
this young age, I am inspired by 
this. It paves the way for my own 
decisions, in how I handle God’s word. 
The discipline He gives me through 
His word is there when I pray. We 
cannot avoid tribulations, but it gives 
me comfort that there is a passage 

Joshua 1:5
“No man shall be able to stand 

before you all the days of your life. 
Just as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with you. I will not leave you or 
forsake you.”

I had a lot of fears. I cannot move 
on in life without a clear direction. 
When I was taking the Board Exam, 
I had fears and doubts on whether I 
would pass or not. But the Lord made 
it clear that as He was with Moses, 
He will be with me. He will never 
leave me nor forsake me. With all 
the challenges, it’s hard to just move 
forward, but the Word of God always 
gives me courage. This verse is alive 
in me. In every challenge I face today, 
whether at work or if I am going some 
place new, I remember this to give me 

courage and assurance that God will 
never leave me. He will guide me and 
lead me. 

  - Ms. Perry Cartera

like this in the Bible telling me to be 
patient in difficulties and sufferings, 
because hope never ends in the Lord.

     - Ms. Dawn Moran-Castro
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How the Word of God 
Satisfies our Soul

by Bertram Lim

“My Bible reading is dry. It’s boring 
and a drag!”
 
“Thank God for His precious Word. 
Just this morning, He spoke to me 
again…”
 

These are comments I often hear 
from friends which make me 
wonder why Christians could 

have such contrasting experiences 
as they read the Bible. As I pondered 
this question, the Holy Spirit gave me 
the following insights on how to reap 
benefits from Bible reading.
 
1.  Our attitude towards the Bible 
matters a lot

If we read the Bible because we feel 
it is our obligation like any other book, 
we might gain head knowledge but we 
won’t find it meaningful. However, if 
we approach it an expectant heart – 
coming to Him with this prayer: “Lord, 
what do You want to say to me in this 
passage?” He will speak to us.

I suggest that we read the Bible as 
if it were God’s love letter to us. How 
do we read love letters? Oh, Wow! 
We get so excited. We cannot wait 
to open the envelope. We pore over 
every word. We read and re-read it. 
Why did he say this? Did he mean 

anything special? How love letters 
affect us so! Throughout the day, we 
run it over and over in our minds until 
we’ve practically memorized it. God 
loves us very much and the Bible is His 
love letter to us. Let us read it with an 
expectant heart.
 
2. We should realize that the Bible 
is relevant to our lives

If we believe that the Bible speaks to 
us today, we will want to read it. This 
eager attitude makes way for bountiful 
blessings.

Some people feel it is not a practical 
book but I believe the Bible always has 
something to say in our daily living. Let 
me illustrate this.

Oscar gave his son Jimmy a birthday 
gift. Wrapped in a big box is a do-
it-yourself assembly kit of a kiddie 
car. When Jimmy saw the beautiful 
picture of the car on the box, he was 
overjoyed. But when he opened the box 
and tipped its contents on the floor, his 
spirit sank. On the floor were hundreds 
of pieces of gears and screws and 
metal sheets. Jimmy tried his best to 
assemble them using his imagination, 
but gave up after two hours of 
struggle. He went to bed crying due to 
disappointment and frustration.

When Oscar became aware of 
the situation, he took a leave from 
work. For the next two days Oscar 
and Jimmy followed the instruction 
manual that came with the kit, and 
assembled the car piece by piece. 
Finally, a shiny new red kiddie car 
stood proudly on the sala, looking 
exactly like the car on the box! 
Jimmy’s joy knew no bounds.

The manufacturer knew exactly 
what was to be done to convert the 
hundreds of bits and pieces of metal 
into a shiny car. Thus he prepared a 
manual. In the same way, God created 
us and knows what we need. The Bible 
is our life-manual. Disregard it and our 
lives will be in shambles. Follow it and 
our lives will be what they are meant 
to be.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that 
the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.”    
 
3. Our minds should not be 
preoccupied with other matters 
when we read the Bible

Suppose you read the Bible as 
God’s love letter to you. Yet if at the 



Evangelicals Today Vol. 46 No. 2 7

FEATURE

back of your mind, you think about 
what’s streaming, your next business 
transaction, or the chicken in the oven, 
you won’t absorb much, will you?

We often allow our concerns crowd 
our minds. While we cannot pretend 
they don’t bother us, we should bring 
them before God who will show us 
the right perspective in facing our 
problems and wait for His deliverance. 
God is intimately concerned with 
our lives. He knows our problems 
and needs. If we can’t hear Him, 
it’s probably because we have been 
deafened by worldly concerns.
    
4. If there is one thing that will 
surely make our Bible reading 
dry and meaningless, it is 
unconfessed sin

The psalmist said, “If I cherish 
sin in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear” (Psalm 66:18). If there are 
unconfessed sins in our heart, our 

prayers will not get through to God. 
Then we lose the desire to read the 
Bible. We can only remedy this if we 
confess and ask for His forgiveness 
and cleansing.

But supposing we have sins which 
we are not aware of, how can we 
confess them? Here lies the value of 
having a regular quiet time where we 
can ask Him to search our hearts and 
illumine our minds. As we pray and 
read His Word, God will point those 
hidden sins in our hearts which need 
to be dealt with through the gentle 
promptings of the Holy Spirit or 
through certain passages that we are 
reading. We may be shocked to realize 
that words written thousands of years 
ago can convict us of our sins today!
                                   
“Search me, O God, and know my heart

Try me and know my thoughts;

And see if there be any wicked way in me,

And lead me in the everlasting way.”

             PSALM 139:23

1. What is my attitude toward 
the Bible? Do I find it 
relevant to my life? Do 
I read it like God’s love 
letter for me? 

2. Is my mind usually pre-
occupied with other 
matters when I read the 
Bible? If so, what are the 
usual distractions? How 
should I deal with them? 

3. Do I often harbor sin in 
my life? Have I made it 
a point to come to God’s 
presence everyday and let 
His precious blood cleanse 
me?

4. How closely am I walking 
with God? How obedient 
am I to Him? 

5. Have I been reading the 
Bible systematically? Has 
God been speaking to me 
through His Word?

As we read the Bible every day and 
meditate on it, we will learn to call God 
“Abba, Father,” and our walk with Him 
will become closer and more enjoyable.”

Reflect for a moment:
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The World and the
Word Amidst Covid-19

by Nelson T. Dy

As I write this, the world is still 
reeling from the covid-19 
pandemic. There are now 

596,021 cases, with 27,341 deaths1. 
That’s over 27,000 souls marching to 
an unknown eternity.
 

You may be reading this article long 
after it’s over. But as of this moment, 
I am writing at home due to the 
enhanced community quarantine (ECQ) 
imposed all over Luzon. I am one of the 
blessed ones who work from home and 
still draw a paycheck. But there are the 
uncounted masses who are no-work, 
no-pay. Someone quipped that if the 
virus won’t kill you, starvation will. 

Consider my friend who is a free-
lance trainer. For obvious reasons, his 
clients have cancelled his workshops 
and seminars. Being the sole 
breadwinner of his family, he wrote on 
his FB post:

A tricycle driver just asked us for food 
earlier. He couldn’t take any fares 
because of government restrictions. 
This actually scared me. It’s as if 
this driver threw cold water in my 
face and reminded me of just how 
precarious our own situation is. I hope 
this crisis ends soon. I wonder how 
long we can hold out without food or 
a way to earn a living. I need to come 
up with some way to earn money fast. 
The well is almost dry.

Where can we find solace when 
emotions are getting on edge? What is 
the basis of our hope that “this too shall 

pass”? How can we sleep well at night, 
knowing that we will stare at an empty 
cupboard the following morning?

This trying period is when we can be 
encouraged by the Word of God more 
than ever. I write this with great care 
because I do not want to downplay the 
hardship. Pockets are hurting. Bodies 
are being cremated. Nations are in pain. 
The last thing I want to do is to toss out 
Bible verses glibly. Rather, we can turn 
to the Word with depth, balance, and 
hope.

First, go to the Word correctly.
One thing I notice during the ECQ 
is people invoking Psalm 91. On 
the surface, it looks appropriate, 
particularly these lines:

Surely he will save you from the 
fowler’s snare and from the deadly 
pestilence. (v3)

You will not fear... the pestilence that 
stalks in the darkness, nor the plague 
that destroys at midday. (v6)

While I appreciate the good intention, 
we must keep sound hermeneutics in 
mind. The danger is to make a passage 
mean what it does not mean, thereby 
giving false comfort.

Technically, Psalm 91 is a song of 
trust, not a promise of protection. David 
has gone through a lot of tough times, 
yet God delivered him through them all. 
Hence, he was expressing how God is 
good and trustworthy even when the 

situation looks dark. I doubt we can go 
on to claim, “Look, Psalm 91 says you 
won’t be hit by the pestilence. Covid-19 
is a pestilence. Therefore, you won’t be 
hit by covid-19.” It’s almost like using 
Psalm 91 as a magical incantation.2

A telling lesson can be found in 
the temptation of Jesus. Recall that 
the devil brought Him to the highest 
point of the temple and dared Him to 
throw Himself down. The devil had the 
audacity to quote Psalm 91: 11-12:

He will command his angels 
concerning you
And they will lift you up in their hands.
So that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.

Of course, Jesus rebuked the devil. 
But it shows how subtly we can 
confuse a passage about God with a 
passage from God. Had Jesus took 
the challenge, I doubt that God will 
suspend the laws of gravity for Him. 
In the same way, if a Christian doctor 
fails to wash his hands and put on his 
face mask, can he invoke Psalm 91 to 
shield him from the virus as he treats a 
multitude of covid-stricken patients?

Second, go to the Word 
comprehensively.
Okay, so what do I propose? It’s not as 
simple as recommending what Bible 
verses to use. It is to address a struggle 
many people have. It is the gap between 
knowledge and faith. We ask “I know 
God can save us, but I’m not sure if 
He will.” There is an undercurrent of 
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hopelessness, the very antithesis of 
encouragement. 

The common flaw is to pour through 
the Bible and end up loading our 
brains with more information, but our 
emotions remain unchanged. We stay 
restless. We keep on fretting. That’s 
why we are to let the Word speak to 
us comprehensively, at the gut level as 
well as the high level. It is not an either/
or. Rather, it must be both/and.

What kept me calm during this COVID 
crisis is based on another Psalm. Those 
familiar with the Navigators know that 
its founder, Dawson Trotman, died 
while saving a girl from drowning. 
Chuck Swindoll tells the story of how 
the widow coped with the loss. 

The bitter news of Dawson Trotman’s 
drowning swept like cold wind across 
Schroon Lake to the shoreline. 
Eyewitnesses tell of the profound 
anxiety, the tears, the helpless 
disbelief in the faces of those who 
now looked out across the deep blue 
water. Everyone’s face except one—Lila 
Trotman. Dawson’s widow. As she 
suddenly walked upon the scene a 
close friend shouted, “Oh, Lila . . . he’s 
gone. Dawson’s gone!” To that she 
replied in calm assurance the words of 
Psalm 115:3:

But our God is in the heavens;
He does whatever He pleases.3

Rather than Psalm 91, Psalm 115:3 is 
the one I lean upon amidst the death 
counts and social isolation. I do not 
know if God will indeed make me 
immune from the virus; He made no 
such offer. But I do take solace that God 
remains on His throne. 

To give you another example, recall 
the 1990 earthquake which levelled the 
Hyatt Terraces Hotel in Baguio City. I 

was at the 16th floor of a Makati office 
building when it happened. Our ground 
floor housed a bank that had a vault 
with a huge steel door. The tremor 
was so strong that the vault door was 
actually swinging from side to side!

As our building was swaying like 
a bamboo stick at the middle of a 
tempest, my officemates and I dove 
underneath our desks. I heard some of 
them crying “Lord… have mercy…”. But 
I felt no panic and I didn’t say anything. 
It was not because I was brave and 
certainly not because I was too stupid 
to see the danger. It was that Psalm 46 
came to my mind:

God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear though the 
earth gave way
And the mountains fall into the heart 
of the sea,
Though its waters roar and foam, 
and the mountains quake with their 
surging.  (v 1-3)

Does the Psalm promise that the 
cement ceiling won’t collapse and grind 
my bones to fine dust? Not at all. Does 
the Psalm assure me that God is good 
even though He did not prevent the 
earthquake? Yes, it did. I know the Word 
(head) and it has comforted me deeply 
(heart). That’s being comprehensive.

Third, go to the Word Christ-
centeredly. 
The pandemic brings us to gratitude 
and grief. Gratitude for being healthy 
and having food to eat. Grief for those 
who lost a loved one to covid. A CNN 
news clip showed an Italian woman 
mourning for her father. She said “He 
was healthy, but he died like a dog.” 

But where do we go from here? The 
answer is to choose to believe that, 
in the end, God will make everything 

right. Everything. If this is untrue, then 
someone explain to me how we get the 
notion of “life is unfair”? God is indeed 
all-good, although He doesn’t seem 
to be Who we think He should be. He 
is indeed all-powerful, although He 
doesn’t seem to do what we think He 
should do. 

Gratitude and grief intersect at the 
goodness of God. The full manifestation 
of His goodness is in Jesus Christ. And 
that is what the Word is all about. It’s 
all about Jesus (Luke 24:27).

While deriving comfort from specific 
Bible passages, we are to keep the Big 
Story (meta-narrative) in mind. True, 
we live in a broken world; the ravaging 
coronavirus is but one evidence. 
However, all authority belongs to Christ 
(Matthew 28:18). He is victorious over 
death (1 Corinthians 15). He will return 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). There will be 
no more death or mourning or pain 
(Revelation 21:4). 

Yes, we are grateful. Yes, we grieve. 
But in the end, it will be Christ, not 
covid, who will have the last word.

We can be sure of that. The Bible 
says so. Thus, we are encouraged.

Footnotes:
1 https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/, accessed March 28, 2020
2 To learn more about the proper use of Psalms, I recommend chapter 11 of How to Read the Bible for 
All Its Worth by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart.
3 Charles R. Swindoll, Growing Strong in the Seasons of Life. Zondervan, 1983, page 292.
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BUSINESS MATTERS

Physical Distance
by Francis J. Kong

I will never cease to be amazed at 
how greedy certain business people 
can be. I have actually witnessed 

how decent-looking business people 
with evil and malicious hearts plot to 
take over someone else’s business 
and succeed. Their God is their money 
and nothing would stop them from 
worshiping it but the problem here is 
that no matter how much money they 
have, the spirit will always starve for 
more and this will plunge them deeper 
into spiritual poverty. They are so poor 
the only thing they have is money. They 
do not know Christ even though they go 
to church and are seen as religious.
 

I have also seen their victims. All their 
years of hardship and toil now snatched 
away by the greedy yet you find in them 
a sense of peace and strength because 
they are wealthy in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And with this calm disposition 
and a firm determination not to give up, 
most of them eventually succeed in a 
bigger way.

Famous Christian apologist and 
evangelist Ravi Zacharias tells us 
a story of a wealthy merchant on a 
lengthy journey, carrying with him his 
most valuable jewels. Along the way, 
another traveler befriends him, with the 
sole intent of laying his hands on those 
precious stones. At the end of each day, 
the men would share a room, and as 

was customary, each received a mat and 
pillow as well as a washbasin and towel.

 
The merchant, suspicious of his 

newfound friend’s real motives, devised 
a scheme to safeguard his valuables. 
Before they slept, he would graciously 
offer the would-be thief the privilege of 
washing up first. Then he would hastily 
hide his precious stones under the 
thief’s pillow. When the thief returned, 
the rich man would go to wash up. 
With predatory glee, the rogue would 
plunge into the rich man’s belongings, 
rummaging through his bag, ransacking 
the man’s pillow. His feverish and 
fruitless attempts left him utterly 
frustrated, and eventually he would lay 
his sleepless head on his pillow.

 
Finally, as it came time to part, 

the rich man began his farewell 
pleasantries and, to the speechless 
astonishment of his companion, 
revealed the truth. He said, “You 
poured all your energies into looking 
everywhere for the jewels—except 
under your own pillow. The wealth was 
nearer to you than you realized.” 

 
There are things that are temporal 

and then there are things that are 
eternal. While we are still dwelling in 
this side of eternity, evil will continue. 
The COVID-19 situation provides us 
with a rich time for deep reflection. 

Such a small germ invisible to the 
naked eye can topple down the 
self-aggrandizement of the rich, the 
powerful and the famous. A more 
profound and philosophical view of 
the situation is that the virus had 
disrupted man and humanity from its 
seat of control and conceit. The dreamy 
promises of technology and science 
and even democracies have exposed its 
vulnerabilities. They are not invincible 
after all.

 
Greed is not good. It can get us what 

we want but robs us of what we already 
have. Those who are in Christ will have 
eternal values that will never be taken 
away. Money, power, and fame cannot 
acquire the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22) 
because the temporal cannot purchase 
the eternal. So I guess if you are in 
business, I will have to ask you this 
question: What is the distance between 
you and your wealth?

There are things 
that are temporal 
and then there are 
things that are 
eternal.”
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by Dr. Dick O. Eugenio

When I was in Manchester 
as a student, I took delight 
in visiting—every now 

and again—one of the professors’ 
bulletin boards. As an Old Testament 
scholar, he posted humorous puns and 
cartoons related to Bible and theology, 
and I always got a good giggle reading 
the posts. There was one particular 
document that really made me laugh 
so I took a photo and saved it for 
future use. It was entitled “How to Get 
a Wife in the Bible,” and here are some 
of the suggestions: 

1. Find an attractive prisoner of war, 
bring her home, shave her head, 
trim her nails, and give her new 
clothes; then she’s yours (Deut 
21:11-13).

2. Find a prostitute and marry her 
(Hosea 1:1-3).

3. Find a man with seven daughters, 
and impress him by watering his 
flock (Moses, in Exodus 2:16-21).

4. Purchase a piece of property, and 
get a woman as part of the deal 
(Boaz, in Ruth 4:5-10).

5. Go to a party and hide. When the 
women come out to dance, grab 
one and carry her off to be your 
wife (Benjamites, in Judges 21:19-
25).

6. Have God create a wife for you 
while you sleep. Note: this will cost 
you (Adam, in Genesis 2:19-24).

7. Agree to work seven years in 
exchange for a woman’s hand in 
marriage. Get tricked into marrying 
the wrong woman. Then work 
another seven years for the woman 
you wanted to marry in the first 
place (Jacob, in Genesis 29:15-30),

8. Cut 200 foreskins of your future 
father-in-law’s enemies and get 
his daughter for a wife (David, in 1 
Samuel 18:27).

9. Become the emperor of a huge 
nation and hold a beauty contest 
(Xerxes, in Esther 2:3-4).

10. When you see someone you like, 
go home and tell your parents, “I 

have seen a woman; now get her for 
me.” If your parents question your 
decision, simply say, “Get her for 
me. She’s the one for me” (Samson, 
in Judges 14:1-3).

Of course, the list above should 
not be applied today. We will face 
problems should we implement 
them now. This means that not 
everything we read in the Bible may 
be applied uncritically today. This is 
where the first common approach to 
the Scripture does not work, called 
restorationism, which aims to return to 
the practices of the Bible as they are. 

The Word of God

FEATURE
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We have often heard of people saying 
“Let’s return to the New Testament 
and apply them today!” 

We must remember that we live 
in a different context. But we must 
also not lean towards the other 
extreme called progressivism. In 
this approach, the Bible’s practices 
are considered to be so antiquated 
that they need to be abandoned 
and replaced by completely new 
things. In this way, context primarily 
determines ministerial and missional 
involvements, and Scripture becomes 
a supporting document. Innovation is 
of greater value than obedience. 

As Evangelicals who emphasize 
the centrality of the Scripture, we 
need to navigate between the Scylla 
of absolute restorationism and the 
Charybdis of uncritical progressivism. 
We believe, while wading between 
these two camps, that “all Scripture 
is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 
3:16-17). But even if we read our Bibles 
everyday, how do we approach it? How 
do we look at the Bible in order for it to 
be able to teach, rebuke, correct, and 
train us in righteousness? What should 
be our relation to the Scriptures?

The Word Demands Hearing 
The most fundamental rule for the 
Scriptures to be able to teach, correct, 
and train us in righteousness, and so 
that we may be equipped for every 
good work, is to let it speak to us. Our 
relationship with the Scripture is like 
a speaker-listener relationship. It is 
not a bargaining relationship, where 
the Word tells us something that we 
can either negotiate with or discard. 

In relationship to the Word, we must 
follow the wisdom from James: 
“Everyone should be quick to listen, 
slow to speak…” (1:19). 

We are primarily listeners and 
receivers of what the Bible says. 
This means that we do not read it 
with preconceptions and fixed self-
focused agenda. Approaching the 
Bible requires us to let it speak to 
us, absorbing both its wonderful 
promises and painful rebukes with 
all our hearts. We should not be 
selective listeners who close our ears 
to principles that require action. We 
do not come to the Bible with defense 
barriers, on guard, so that we might 
reject and argue against the things 
that make us uncomfortable. Instead 
we should come to the Word of God 
empty handed, in humility and prayer, 
heartily waiting for what the Lord has 
to say to us. 

The Word Demands Meditation 
We show our reverence to God who 
speaks through the Scriptures by 
listening attentively and obediently. 
Another way to treat the Word with 
seriousness is to meditate on its 
meaning and message. In a busy world 
such as ours, where our calendars are 
filled with essential and non-essential 
involvements, we can be tempted to 
give the Word a short glance to tick 
off just another activity of the day. It 
is right and proper that we meditate 
on God’s word. The Psalmist sang, 
“blessed is the man… who delights in 
the law of the Lord, and on his law he 
meditates day and night” (Psalm 1:1). 

But I have issues with the word 
“meditation” as it is often understood 
today. It appears that our approach 

to the Scriptures in the modern world 
is too influenced by rationalism or 
romanticism, or both. Rationalism 
places emphasis on human reason, 
and the capacity of the intellect 
to understand the things of God; 
romanticism on the other hand places 
emphasis on human emotion, and 
the capacity of personal feelings or 
experience to gain godly knowledge. 

The problem with these two 
approaches is their emphasis on the 
human knower, so that the primary 
question is “What does this mean to 
me?” This is absolutely the wrong 
question, because the primary 
character in the plot should not be me, 
my interpretation, my understanding, 
or my opinion. It should be God’s Word, 
God’s intention, and God’s speech. If 
we approach the Bible this way, we 
dethrone God and put ourselves at 
the center. The question we must ask 
when we meditate is this: “What is God 
saying?” This way, our role as readers 
is to listen, to accept, and not to argue. 

The Word Demands Transformation 
The act of listening is a painful 
experience, especially when we are 
listening at something that we do 
not want to hear. But isn’t it true that 
many times, the most painful words 
are the noblest, meant specifically 
for us? We are familiar with the story 
of the rich young man, when Jesus 
told him to sell his possessions and 
give the money to the poor in order to 
gain treasures in heaven, and how “he 
went away sad because he had great 
wealth” (Matthew 19:22). The words of 
Jesus must have hurt him on the mark. 
The very thing that he did not want to 
do was the very thing that Jesus asked 
him to do. To listen means to receive 



Evangelicals Today Vol. 46 No. 2 13

FEATURE

what the Word tells us, and respond 
in obedience. But as the story of the 
rich young man suggests, obedience to 
the Word is a painful experience. Why? 
Because it entails transformation. It 
demands a transition from this state of 
affairs to another. It demands change—
and change for many people is an 
agonising thing. 

The story of the Israelites is an 
excellent example. They were living in 
Egypt for more than three centuries 
as slaves, and although they probably 
continued to believe in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, 
their long stay in Egypt have influenced 
their religious views. Just as any 
other group of people in ancient Near 
East, they were probably polytheists. 
This was the background of the first 
commandment of God: “There is only 
one God, you shall have no other gods 
before me” (Exodus 20:3). 

Moreover, the Israelites most 
probably had the social lifestyle of 
typical Egyptians. However, when God 
called them out of Egypt and called 
them as His people, God demanded 
from them radical transformation. 

They were to abandon their former 
ways of thought, their practices, 
and the way they managed their 
families and communities. God was 
shaping them into the kind of people 
He wanted them to be—to reflect 
his holy character. This was why 
God gave them a long list of laws 
in Leviticus, known as the Holiness 
Code (Leviticus 19-27). And this was 
a painful experience for the Hebrews, 
for it required from them a different 
set of lifestyle than what they were 
accustomed to. As in shaping clay to 
pots, the clay needed to be mashed, 
pounded, and swirled so that it could 
be transformed into beautiful objects. 

Isn’t this the very reason that people 
do not want to read the Bible—because 
the Word of God is “sharper than any 
double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even the dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrows; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 
4:12)? The Word reveals to us our 
hypocrisies, our innermost secrets, 
and convicts us towards a costly 
repentance. It strips us bare of our 
masks and defensive armors, and 
shatters our own deceptive illusions. 

Dr. Dick Eugenio is an ordained 
elder, serving as Academic 
Dean of Asia-Pacific Nazarene 
Theological Seminary and as 
Discipleship Coordinator of the 
Church of the Nazarene for the 
Philippines and Micronesia. He 
is part of the PCEC Theological 
Commission.

The most fundamental rule for the 
Scriptures to be able to teach, correct, 
and train us in righteousness, and so 
that we may be equipped for every 
good work, is to let it speak to us. Our 
relationship with the Scripture is like a 
speaker-listener relationship.”

In front of the Word, as it speaks to our 
hearts, we stand naked, for “nothing in 
all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare 
before the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account” (Heb 4:13). 

An Evangelical Christian heeds the 
words of the Psalmist: “today, if you 
hear his voice, do not harden your 
hearts” (95:7-8; Heb 4:7). The Word is 
meant to teach, rebuke, correct, and 
train us in righteousness, so that we 
can be useful disciples in the work of 
the kingdom. It is our responsibility 
to receive the Word in gratitude, 
reverence, and obedience, because 
they are written for our sakes.

Let us remember the warning of 
Hebrews 12:25, “See to it that you do 
not refuse him who speaks. If [the 
Israelites] did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on 
earth, how much less will we, if we 
turn away from him who warns us 
from heaven?” 
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The Word of God: Its Nature 
and the Blessings it Provides

by Rev. Nixon N. Echavez 

In Psalm 19, the Psalmist David 
wrote a beautiful description of the 
Word of God which during his time 

was limited to the Pentateuch, Joshua, 
Judges, a portion of the Psalms, Job, 
and Ruth. Yet, he considered his early 
copy as a glorious revelation of God.
 

Two significant sections divide Psalm 
19: the first conveys the works of God 
in nature (vv.1-6) which points to the 
existence of God while the second 
expounds on the Word of God in writing 
which discloses so much more about 
God  (vv.7-14). It is to our benefit as 
believers of God to spend regular time 
with the Word of God to get to know the 
God of the Word. Let’s start with vv. 7-9 
which describe the nature of the Word of 
God and the blessings of knowing it.
 

7The law of the Lord is perfect, 
restoring the soul; The testimony 
of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple. 8The precepts of the Lord 
are right, rejoicing the heart; The 
commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightening the eyes. 9The fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring forever; 
The judgments of the Lord are 
true; they are righteous altogether. 
(Psalm 19:7-9, NASB)

 
In the above periscope, the Psalmist 

uses six parallel statements, each one 

containing three parallel elements. 
He employs six terms (law, testimony, 
precepts, commandment, fear, and 
judgments) and six adjectives (perfect, 
sure, right, pure, clean, and true) to 
describe the Word of God. He also 
listed six benefits that the believer can 
derive from God’s Word.
 
The Nature of the Word of God:
1.  “The law of the Lord is perfect” - the 
revealed Word of God is complete as a 
revelation of Divine truth and rule for 
living (2 Peter 1:3). It comprehensively 
describes God’s revealed will to 
believers regarding how they are to 
conduct themselves in an evil, sin-
saturated world. It is perfectly correct 
in the knowledge that it provides, but 
it is not the source of all knowledge 
under the heaven.
 
2. “The testimony of the Lord is sure” 
- the Word of God is certain because 
it is supported by the testimony or 
witness of God concerning Himself. It is 
trustworthy because it is anchored on 
the faithfulness of our Father in heaven 
as the Psalmist wrote, “Forever, O 
LORD, Your word is settled in heaven” 
(Psalm 119:80). So the believer can 
stake his life, both his present and 
his future, on the truthfulness of the 
written Word because it comes from 
the covenant-making God.
 

3.  “The precepts of the Lord are 
right” - God’s Word contains principles 
instructing believers to do godly 
actions. These instructions are right 
because it is the revelation of a holy 
God who is always right. The precepts 
of God outline rules for an upright living 
so that the believer becomes the man 
God wants him to be, both within and 
without. They arise from the heart of a 
loving God who wants to see His people 
reap the fruits of righteous living. The 
proper response, therefore, is to obey 
His commands out of our love for Him.
 
4.  “The commandment of the Lord is 
pure” - because God is pure, He can 
only give directives that are pure. His 
commands contain no blemish, no 
error, not even a hint of defilement. 
Simply put, the Word of God is pure 
and unadulterated milk. Disciples can 
be assured that God, who is holy and 
righteous, will only lead His people 
towards holiness and righteousness. He 
will never lead us into sin or impurity 
because it is contrary to His nature.
 
5. “The fear of the Lord is clean” - the 
phrase “fear of the Lord” is interpreted 
as a synonym for God’s law because 
meditation on it produces holy respect 
and deep reverence toward God. David, 
in Psalm 34:11, used the same phrase 
to refer to the Word of God: “Come, 
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you children, listen to me; I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” God’s Word is 
clean because it is free from impurity, 
like pure gold. It works powerfully in the 
heart of the believer to purge out the 
love of sin and sanctifies the inner man.
 
6. “The judgments of the Lord are true” 
- God’s judgments in history are just 
and proper, for the all-knowing and all-
wise God knows all things completely. 
There is nothing false in His verdicts. 
His choices are reliable at all times. 
God’s judgments will be dispensed to 
all human beings, both to the living 
and the dead. There is no reason to 
doubt His judicial pronouncements 
because they will be completely 
reliable and trustworthy.
 
The Blessings from the Word of God:
1. “Restoring the soul” - the first 
blessing that the Word of God brings 
is the conversion of the soul. To 
the sinner, it revives him through 
repentance, causing the infusion of new 
life to his soul and healing to the new 
person. To the believer, God’s Word 
turns him back to the point of departure 
so that the prodigal can be brought 
back home to His Father.
 
2. “Making wise the simple” - anyone 
who is humble enough to receive God’s 
instructions can become wise. Wisdom 
is not the same as having intelligence or 
acquiring knowledge. Many uneducated 
individuals with no formal education can 
have an understanding to respond to 
life’s situations appropriately and solve 
complicated problems through God’s 
Word. The Lord reveals hidden things 
to those who are humble and teachable 
but hides divine secrets to those who 
think they are wise.
 
3. “Rejoicing the heart” - the converted 
soul was made wise and now rejoices 
in God for the relationship he has with 

Him, as revealed in His Word. As he 
continues to immerse himself in the 
truths of God, his desires, thoughts, 
and decisions are influenced and 
progressively transformed. When life’s 
storms come, the heart nourished by 
the Word will keep rejoicing.
 
4. “Enlightening the eyes” - the Word 
of God gives understanding to the 
mind, so the disciple is enabled to see 
spiritual realities that others do not. 
Before conversion, the God of this 
world blinded his eyes. But when the 
light of the gospel penetrated his soul, 
the believer began to see his path with 
clarity, even in darkness, for God’s Word 
illuminates his way (Psalm 119:105).
 
5. “Enduring forever” - because the 
Word of God is pure, it will last forever. 
Corrupt things deteriorate and are 
eventually destroyed but the written 
Word is incorruptible just like its 
Author. Jesus said, “Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will 
never pass away” (Matthew 24:35), to 
emphasize the fact that God’s statutes 
are permanent, immovable, and eternal. 
Because this is so, the believer can be 
fully confident that God’s promises will 
come to pass.
 
6. “Righteous altogether” - God’s 
verdicts conform to His ethical and 
moral standard. His righteous character 
is the standard for all his judgments. 
In a world that has much injustice, 
we can be confident that our God will 
eventually set things right (Psalm 
82:3). It is comforting to believers to 
know that God is fair and He will work 
everything out for our benefit, if not in 
this lifetime, then the life to come. 
 

The short exposition of the passage 
above provides a clearer picture of the 
character of God’s Word and its effects 
on those who placed themselves 

under its power. The Psalmist David 
reminds us that God has given 
humanity a powerful and wonderful 
gift to experience life in all its fullness 
and meaning. But these blessings are 
accessible only to those who regularly 
read God’s Word, diligently meditate 
on it, and to apply its principles 
intentionally.

 
Unfortunately, we live in a time 

and age when most Christians are 
no longer engaging with their Bibles 
even though they do not suffer from 
lack of it which explains why many 
across denominational lines are not 
experiencing the transformative power 
of the Word of God in their individual 
lives and their churches. In describing 
modern Christianity, somebody said it is 
“one mile wide and one inch deep.”

 
The clarion call for Christians 

everywhere is to get back to the Word 
of God to feast on spiritual Manna daily 
and to drink from its bottomless supply. 
May we spend time at the Master’s feet 
regularly to know Him even better so 
that we may become more like Him and 
be fit for His service.
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“Here am I. Send me!”[1]

by Dr. Jason Richard Tan

Isaiah’s calling as a prophet started 
at a time of great political unrest. 
An imminent threat of invasion 

looms over the nation of Israel as the 
Assyrian army overtakes one nation 
at a time. National leaders scrambled 
for political and military solutions, 
yet God has consistently pointed out 
the real cause of their problems: the 
spiritual decay of the nation.  Israel was 
committing rebellion against God by its 
idolatrous practices, social inequality, 
injustice, corruption, and neglect of the 
poor, the fatherless, and the widows. 
And because of this, God turned his 
face away from his people ushering in 
judgment and punishment.

The idea that God judges and 
punishes people and nations, has 
long been set aside by modern-day 
preachers as if these were heretical 
teachings. Our age is easily reviled by 
the idea of divine judgment and finds 
this theme politically incorrect.  

The problem with Christians today 
is in the way we read the Bible. We 
love to “cherry-pick” the portions that 
we like and leave the rest of the truth 
behind. And from those portions of 
Scripture we’ve collected, we paint 
a caricature of God that is more 

consistent with what we like than it is 
with the Bible. We peddle a God who 
never gets angry or offended, a god 
who always cares about our well-being; 
who respects our moral and political 
rights. This god will never punish us 
but will always pardon us. He will hold 
us in his hands but will never hold us 
accountable for anything. The god we 
have created is incompatible with the 
human realities of pain, suffering, and 
death, much more so with the divine 
and universal laws of justice, judgment, 
and punishment. So when something 
as bad or evil as this pandemic happens 
the world is confused. What is more 
surprising is that the Church is as 
confused as the world.

On the other hand, when we let God 
speak for himself through Scripture, we 
find a Sovereign King, who is nothing 
like the “loving easy-going grandpa” 
we picture in our minds. As King, God 
requires and even demands that His 
people abide by His rule. Moreover, the 
Bible is clear that a Day of Judgment 
is coming when everyone will face 
judgment, whatever one’s political, 
social, moral, or religious beliefs are.

A large portion of the Old Testament 
is composed of sermons of God’s 

prophets warning the nation of Israel 
that God’s judgment will fall upon them 
if they continue in their path of rebellion 
and sin. In the New Testament, Jesus 
and John the Baptist consistently 
warned the leaders of Jerusalem that 
if they don’t repent, God will judge and 
punish the whole nation. This theme 
of divine judgment, that God will come 
to judge the living and the dead, is 
illustrated even more in the book of 
Revelation and is the main reason 
for Lord’s second coming. God has 
consistently demonstrated in the history 
of Israel, that as King, he will bring 
punishment and retribution against this 
world on the Day of Judgment. 

Isaiah knew of God’s impending 
judgment and knew the need to tell 
people about it. During a time of worship, 
Isaiah heard the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?” 

 
Isaiah replied, “Here am I. Send me!” 
 
So Isaiah asked God to be sent to 

warn God’s people. He said, “Here am 
I, send me as a herald of repentance!”  
(Isaiah 6:8)

 
Before we go around judging and 

calling the world to repent of their sins, 

A Call to Repentance Amidst the Coronavirus Pandemic
(Isaiah 6:8b)

[1] For a fuller version of the article, please visit GProCommission.org.
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remember that God’s anger and warnings 
were directed first at His own people.

 
God, at this point in time, was 

not judging the Assyrians or the 
Babylonians for their evil deeds, He was 
calling out to His own people to repent 
of their deeds. In the midst of this 
pandemic, how should we respond as 
God’s people? We can respond as Isaiah 
responded to God in chapter 6.

1. Acknowledge that God is sovereign.
The world might be experiencing an 
unprecedented event, but nothing 
surprises God. In the midst of the 
political turmoil that Israel was facing, 
God is seated on his throne. Isaiah 
wrote, “In the year that King Uzziah 
died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, 
high and exalted, and the train of his 
robe filled the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1).

In the same way, despite the 
pandemic, God is seated on his throne. 
This virus scare is a great reminder 
that we are not god and that He is God, 
and the LORD is King! We don’t own the 
world, God does. In the midst of this 
global emergency, acknowledging that 
God is on His throne sets us free from 
worry and enables us to worship.

2.  Admit our sins and repent.
We all have contributed to the systemic 
evil of this world. The first thing Isaiah 
realized when he came face to face 
with God’s majesty is his own filthiness. 
He said, “‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am 
ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips,” 
(Isaiah 6:5a).

While it is presumptuous to claim 
that this pandemic is a form of 
punishment from God, it is equally 
arrogant to say that God will never 
punish us. Responding in an attitude 
of contriteness and repentance is 
the most appropriate thing to do at 
times like this. However, we must be 
reminded that the call to repentance is 
always directed first to God’s people, 
then to the world. When Solomon asked 
God’s blessing upon the temple, God 
gave Solomon a condition:

If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.  (2 Chronicles 7:14, NIV).

The healing of their land is dependent 
on the willingness of God’s people to 
humble themselves, pray, and turn from 
their wicked ways.

Sometimes, the greatest hindrance to 
the Kingdom of God is the institutional 
church. It is time for us to acknowledge 
and repent of our sins. We preach a god 
that is inconsistent with Scripture for 
political loyalty than church unity. We 
made excuses to help victims of injustice 
by labeling them as criminals. We did 
nothing to help the plight of the poor, the 
migrants, widows, and the fatherless. 
We made our activities and our rules 
more important than winning the lost. 
Much worse, we refused to warn the 
world of God’s impending judgment, so 
that no one sees the need to repent.

Dr. Jason Richard Tan is the 
curator of online pastoral training 
resources for the GProLearning.
org website, a ministry of the 
GProCommission. He serves as 
International Catalyst for TOPIC 
global and a member of the 
Church Health Commission of 
PCEC. He is also the president of 
the Great Commission Missionary 
Training Center (GCMTC) located 
in Antipolo City.

3. Ask to be sent on a mission.
In such a time as this, there will be 
plenty of opportunities to serve God. 
As Isaiah prayed, “Here I am. Send 
Me!” Some of the reasons why God 
punished Israel was because they 
neglected their duty to serve and 
protect the most vulnerable in society 
(see Isaiah 10:1).

This is the time for God’s people to 
show true repentance by caring for 
the most vulnerable in society. How 
we respond to our neighbors today 
will largely determine how they will 
respond to us after the crisis.

Therefore, ask God to send you on a 
mission to help the most vulnerable. 
However, we should never forget 
our first calling, which is to preach 
repentance to the world because 
the Day of Judgment is coming.  
May Isaiah’s prayer be our prayer 
today, “LORD, Here I am, send me            
(Isaiah 6:8)!”

This virus scare is a great reminder that 
we are not god and that He is God, and 
the LORD is King!”
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The Bible: Why Now?

I don’t like flying.  I’m not 
comfortable in confined spaces 
or crowded places, much less 

being squished elbow to elbow with 
complete strangers. Problem, however, 
is that my job sometimes makes 
travelling a necessity. In those times 
I’ve had to place my body in a large 
metal object called an airplane and 
entrust my life and future in the hands 
of a complete stranger with no face 
usually named, “Hello, this is your Pilot 
speaking…”. Yes, that guy. 

Yet when I do have to fly, I usually 

spend that time trying to sleep or 
trying to read.  Being a self-confessed 
recluse, I rarely, if at all, talk to the 
person beside me. Admittedly, this 
third-generation Pastor, rarely pulls 
out his Bible to read. I usually read off 
my laptop, phone or tablet; whichever 
comes in handy.  On this rare occasion, 
however, I pulled out my Bible and 
began to delve into the Word. 

A few hours into my reading, I 
noticed the gentleman beside me. He 

was staring at me. He appeared to be 
somewhere between curious, amazed, 
befuddled and skeptical at what I 
was doing.  I looked at him and asked, 
“Good evening, sir. Can I help you 
with anything?”  He answered, “I’m 
just curious at what you are reading.  
That’s a Bible. Am I right?”  I nodded. 
The conversation proceeded with an 
interesting but welcome direction.  He 
said, “I hope you don’t mind me asking. 
But how is it that you can read and rely 
on such an outdated and irrelevant 

by Pastor James Lee Tica
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book?” I welcomed the question and 
asked, “What do you mean, Sir?”  

From that point, he began to lay out 
for me what seemed to be a grocery 
list of seeming “proofs” against the 
validity and relevance of the Bible.  I 
smiled and waited to reply.  I had no 
intention to debate him (the recluse 
in me prevented that exercise unless 
necessary. After all, we would be 
seatmates for at least 15 hours). Being 
a professor in Theology, a part of me 
wanted to engage him in a debate. He 
was actually attacking the Bible- MY 
Bible wasn’t he? I took a deep breath 
and prayed. We then talked about life.  
We talked about my life and his own 
life experiences and why I often took 
refuge in the Word of God. I wanted to 
dwell on the practical side of things 
to perhaps allow him to see from my 
point of view on why the Bible is the 
most relevant book for today. And boy, 
what a conversation that was!

As of this writing, and perhaps 
at no other time in modern history 
is the Bible most assailed and yet 
most needed.  An uncontrolled virus 
is running rampant with worldwide 
consequences.  Governments large 
and small; first world to third world 
are at a loss for control and much 
a less – a cure.  The strongest and 
largest of churches have ran to the 
hills to seek refuge. The loudest and 
most daring tyrants of the world 
have cowered in fear of this invisible 
disease.  Everyone seems to know the 
problem and yet no one has found an 
answer. Natural disasters and works 
evil men control our daily lives. The 
most holy of places that were once 
revered and respected like that of 
churches now have to hire security 
personnel to keep parishioner’s safe. 

Where is all this going?  In the 
words found in the writing of the 
great philosopher and author, Francis 
Shaeffer, where he tackled the failing 
issues of western thought and asked 
the question, “How should we then 
live?” There seems to be no answer for 
man in today’s society. Everyone has 
an opinion yet no one has an answer!

Dare I say then, that the greatest 
fear is not disease, natural disasters 
nor the works of evil men. Rather, it is 
in finding meaning, hope and answers 
to life.  THIS is where the Bible comes 
to life! 

Notice the advice of the sainted 
Apostle Paul in his final letter to young 
prodigy Timothy:

1“16All Scripture is inspired by God 
and is useful to teach us what is true 
and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects us when we 
are wrong and teaches us to do what 
is right. 17God uses it to prepare and 
equip his people to do every good 
work.” (2 Tim 3:16-17 NLT)

Counting all the arguments against 
the validity of the Bible, perhaps the 
greatest value of the same apart from 
its salvific message is its “usefulness”.  
No matter what one says against it, 
one cannot deny the usefulness of 
Scripture in daily life.  

The great philosopher – atheist 
Voltaire once said that “2A hundred 
years from my death the Bible will 
be a museum piece.” Having despised 
the Bible as a book for weak-minded 
people, his words would forever be 
remembered as a mere attempt of 
a frail man whose house eventually 
became a printing press for Bibles. 
Like Voltaire, many regard the Bible 
as outdated, manipulated, irrelevant 
and not for today’s time. Yet upon 
examination, the Bible is the most 
documented and examined piece of 
literature of all time.  Its validity has 
stood up to the tests of archaeology, 
science, historicity and authenticity in 
every aspect and in all of its claims.  
Its diversity of application to daily life 
does not favor race, nationality or 
culture.  The Bible addresses issues 

The Word of God gives us reason and 
value throughout our lives from the 
beginning of it to the afterlife. In our 
present state of affairs, it gives a reason 
to live! There have been many books that 
have affected human history but none 
have ever effected a change in the lives 
of the humans in history!”

1 Holy Bible, New Living Translation ®, copyright © 1996, 2004 by Tyndale Charitable Trust. 
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers. All rights reserved.
2 https://www.biblesociety.org.uk



Evangelicals Today Vol. 46 No. 220

FEATURE

from before man was ever created, to 
his birth, life, death and life thereafter.  

“Useful”. What a simple but powerful 
word! The Bible’s greatest asset is that 
it answers man’s greatest question.  
“What is my purpose and reason for 
existence?” One can have all the money 
and power in the world and yet when 
one loses purpose and reason, his life 
loses its very meaning. The Bible is 
“useful” because it is the only book 
that gives man true meaning of life and 
existence. Much more for the Christian; 
the Scriptures are his guide to life. He 
simply cannot live without it. Dr. Wayne 
Grudem affirms this truth in his book 
when he states the following: “3The 
Christian life doesn’t start with the Bible, 
but it also thrives through the Bible. Just 
as the physical bodies are sustained with 
physical food, so also spiritual bodies 
must be sustained by spiritual nutrition.” 

Here is what Jesus says about the 
Bible and what the Bible says about its 
own value:

“4But Jesus told him, “No! The 
Scriptures say, ‘People do not live 
by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.’”  
(Matthew 4:4 NLT)

“10For we are God’s masterpiece. He 
has created us anew in Christ Jesus, 
so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago.” (Eph 2:10)

“2Don’t copy the behavior and 
customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by 
changing the way you think. Then 
you will learn to know God’s will for 
you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.” (Rom 12:2)

“3All praise to God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is by his great 
mercy that we have been born again, 
because God raised Jesus Christ from 
the dead. Now we live with great 
expectation, 4and we have a priceless 
inheritance—an inheritance that is kept 
in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, 
beyond the reach of change and 
decay. 5And through your faith, God is 
protecting you by his power until you 
receive this salvation, which is ready 
to be revealed on the last day for all to 
see.” (1 Peter 1:3-5)

The Word of God gives us reason 
and value throughout our lives from 
the beginning of it to the afterlife. In 
our present state of affairs, it gives a 
reason to live!  No other book has ever 
resulted in life change.  There have 
been many books that have affected 
human history but none have ever 
effected a change in the lives of the 
humans in history! The Word of God 
gives us healing for our past through 
forgiveness and recovery, purpose for 
present state and hope for the future. 
The Word of God is valid and valuable 
yesterday, today and forever.  In fact, 
the heaven and earth may all pass 
but its Words remain faithful.  It will 
exist until all of its words come to 
complete fruition!

And as my conversation with this 
man on the plane began to end, I told 
him, “Sir, you may have reservations 
about the Bible and that is okay. You 
may have questions regarding its 
validity and authority and that is okay.  
But this one thing I know, the Bible 
gives awesome advice about every 
aspect of life. I have never seen a 
man follow the Bible’s advice and it 
resulted in the demise of his marriage, 
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family, life or relationships!  I have, 
however, seen many whose lives were 
out of control, marriages in decay and 
on the way to losing it all, and upon 
coming to grips with Scripture and 
following it, see it all come together, 
gain a fresh and new beginning and 
their lives made whole again!  That 
alone validates all its claims!”.  He 
paused, nodded and said, “I’ll think 
about what you said.”

The Bible?  Why?  Why now?  Yes 
now!  In fact, there’s no better time 
than now.  Come read! God’s Word 
waits for you.

3 Grudem, Wayne. Christian Beliefs. 20 Basics Every Christian Should Know. Zondervan Press, 
Grand Rapids, MI 2005
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COVID Stories of Hope
The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is the main motivation why Ptr. Recaredo ‘Recca’ Gonzales of Bread from Heaven 
Christian Fellowship expressed his love and compassion to the residents of Muntinlupa, Las Piñas and Parañaque by doing 
a ‘Libreng Pabili Service’ which he started during the COVID-19 outbreak.

Gonzalez emphasized that if all citizens participate and contribute to the betterment of their fellow countrymen, God is 
glorified.

He shared that the people in their 
community are now volunteering to 
help each other by staying at home 
unless essential reasons require 
them.

He testified that others have 
volunteered to use their private 
vehicles as transportation for the 
community as a result of his initiative.

Gonzalez believed that through his 
efforts, people will recognize that 
God is at work in spite of the situation.

What is your blessed story?
https://m.facebook.com/story.
php?story_fbid=3408835402478969&
id=100000576285428

Last March 18, Jesus Reigns 
Philippines made a series of relief 
efforts for street dwellers and 
checkpoint frontliners near San Lazaro 
Hospital, City of Manila.

Pastor Jun Rellorta of JRP shared 
that the Lord Jesus Christ’s example 
of service motivated him to respond to 
the lockdown due to increasing cases 
of COVID-19. They initiated “Kawang 
Gawa for Frontliners”, giving 100 food 
packs and counting.

He also thanked the partnerships of 
Police Officer JC Lorilla, Major Michael 
Garcia, and Major Dionelle Brannon in 
making this effort possible.

“Pray for those who are vulnerable 
and let us contribute to the 
government’s initiatives,” Pastor 
Rellorta said.

Photos courtesy of Ptr. Jun Rellorta
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Ikthus Church-Bacolod started 
their COVID-19 relief efforts during 
the community quarantine in 14 
communities in Negros Occidental 
and Iloilo.

Pastor Anthony Dela Fuente 
narrated that due to travel 
restrictions in relation to the 
enhanced community quarantine, 
the church administration and 
membership decided to concentrate 
on distributing relief goods to Sagay, 
La Castellana, Escalante, Abkasa (in 
Bacolod City), and in Iloilo.

Ptr. Dela Fuente shared that 
just before the implementation of 
the quarantine, generous church 
members started giving rice, canned 
goods and other essential items so 
they will have enough for distribution 
to the needy in their community. 
In one instance, someone donated 
1,000 loaves of bread and 
coordinated with the authorities on 
immediate distribution.

Also, their small groups are 
helping out in giving away goods to 
needy communities in their area by 

Health frontliners in St. Lukes Bonifacio Global City were encouraged and blessed by 
Victory Fort Bonifacio’s gift giving efforts.

Pastor Paolo Punzalan, Senior Pastor of Victory Fort, narrated that these efforts 
started when church members, mostly nurses, asked for prayers, because they were being 
discouraged and strained from being away from their family since day 1 of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

According to him, it was also their chance to invite their fellow nurses, doctors and 
hospital staff in a prayer service via Zoom led by him.

Many of them expressed their appreciation and tearful grattitude because of the Word of 
God being preached to them that brought encouragement and hope.

“Prayer is powerful for it knows no boundaries,” Pastor Punzalan said.

Do you have a story of hope to share? Comment them below or send us a message!

Photo courtesy of Ptr. Paolo Punzalan
#ChurchesAgainstCOVID19

making safety gadgets and other goods to be donated to health frontliners.

For Pastor Dela Fuente, the main motivation in doing their efforts is their God-given calling as a church to help whenever 
there are disasters or relief efforts. They have been involved in community development as part of their missional efforts.

Photos courtesy of Ptr. Anthony Dela Fuente

https://web.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10220108058824960&set=a.1620283180196&type=3&theater
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Christ’s People Christian Church, headed by Pastor Eleazar Villanueva 
testified to the Lord’s provision as they launched the “Pagkain ko para sa 
iyo” campaign that aimed to bless their members affected by the Enhanced 
Community Quarantine.

Sis. Elsie, Ptr. Villanueva’s wife and WEA staff, shared that since most 
of their members were on contractual or on “no-work-no pay” status, they 
prayed and asked the Lord for wisdom on how can the church be a channel 
of blessing.

Moving in wisdom, they asked their brethren for their generosity so they 
can buy sacks of rice to be given to those directly affected by the quarantine, 
and they started to give one sack of rice each to their congregations.

On March 24, Pastor Ellie challenged the members to give in order to 
assist the affected members during his online sermon by missing a meal 
so they can share their budget for that meal to a brother or sister, thus, the 
initiative began.

Sis. Elsie reported that they raised a significant amount of money that 
they were able to give a bag of groceries each, including a Manna Pack from 
PHILRADS, to 65 families from the main congregation; 25 families from 
Pagrai outreach headed by Pastor Richard Angulo; 12 families from 
Pembo congregation headed by Bro. Isagani Puzon and Ptr. Alex 
Galvez; and 10 families from Pangasinan congregation headed by 
Pastor Bernard Linga.

“We know that this is not enough but we praise the Lord for this 
wonderful opportunity of assisting our members amid the COVID-19 
crisis. We continue to look up to the Lord for His continued provision 
to all our needs.” Sis. Elsie said.

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10220741808111555&
id=1127698028
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=10220741830712120&
id=1127698028
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Victory Dasmariñas started their Project Overflow 9:11 in response to COVID-19 by giving food to the health frontliners.

Recipients are from the following hospitals: De La Salle University Medical Center-Dasmariñas, City of Gen. Trias Doctors 
Medical Center, and Asia Medical Family Hospital; and those who are in checkpoints along Aguinaldo Highway and 
Governor’s Drive.

The church partnered with bread and cookies by Dra. Minnie and Vannie Casauran, who prepared more than 600 muffins 
that were all given away to these frontliners, both in hospital and in checkpoints.

The next phase of the project is to give food packages to some families who struggle on sustaining themselves during the 
enhanced community quarantine, at least for another week.

“A crisis is an opportunity to demonstrate to the world who Christ is. Brethren, let us continue to couple our kingdom 
proclamation with kingdom demonstration.” Pastor Angelo said.

Photos courtesy of Victory Dasmariñas
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Finding Joy in the 
Word of God

by Rev. Jose ‘Joey’ C. Umali, Jr.

SOMEONE has defined the Bible 
as “Basic Instructions Before 
Leaving Earth.” There is much 

truth in that definition because the 
Bible, the Word of God, is a manual for 
Christian living. A manual instructs 
how to put into practice a given 
information, as in a manual about 
operating a particular machine. It 
instructs how to solve problems as 
they occur. That’s what the Bible 
exactly does.

The Bible does not contain the 
Word of God.  It is the very Word of 
God. It reveals to us the mind and 
heart of God. As a result, we find joy 
in reading the Bible. Joy is a big word.  
It is not just an emotion or feeling of 
happiness. It goes beyond laughter. 
Joy is a spiritual experience brought 
about by an intimate relationship with 
God, with others, nature, and the self. 
It is second to the nine “fruits of the 
Holy Spirit.”  Galatians 5:22 says, “But 

the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.”

If joy reigns in your heart, your 
resistance against diseases also 
becomes stronger. You become 
healthy as a bull, because joy is a very 
powerful immune-boosting medicine. 
Joyful people are healthy people. 
This is very timely in the face of our 
experience in fighting the epidemic 
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of COVID-19.  Proverbs 17:22 says, “A 
cheerful heart is good medicine, but a 
crushed spirit dries up the bones.”

For me as a pastor, writer, author 
and broadcaster, the Bible is a 
spring where wisdom and inspiration 
overflow. I need nothing but the Bible 
to talk and write anything about life.  

As a pastor, I got invited by churches 
from different denominations 
observing anniversaries and by 
organizations and businesses 
celebrating special occasions. In my 
experience, whatever topic or theme 
had been assigned to me, I could 
always find relevant Biblical stories 
or passages to use as the crux of my 
sermon or lecture. I am always the 
first being blessed long before my 
audience is blessed. What a great 
privilege!

One time, I was invited by a 
big school in a city as speaker in 
the graduation ceremony of its 
elementary students. It was my first 
experience to speak to a very young 
audience which has a very short 
attention span.  I was confronted 
with a possibility of a non-listening 
audience. Is there any child who would 

really enjoy listening to a sermon?  

It took me a long while to choose 
a relevant Biblical passage that the 
children might enjoy listening to. I 
found it so hard, until the Holy Spirit 
helped me by urging me to tell the 
story of the boy David defeating the 
giant Goliath in a mortal battle.  I 
shifted style. I used the storytelling 
format to make it dramatic.  I started 
my sermon through this statement, 
“Let me share with you the story of 
a boy as young as you are who killed 
a giant in a grand battle.”  As soon 
as I said this, the children suddenly 
became so quiet. Lo and behold, I 
spoke for about 30 minutes, but all 
the children were still all ears to me! 
After my speech, the emcee jokingly 
asked the students if they would want 
to listen to another story from me. To 
my surprise, the children shouted yes 
coupled with a loud clapping.  That 
was the most appreciated sermon I 
ever had.

I am currently running a column 
every Saturday at PM (Pang-Masa), 
tabloid of the Philippine Star, with 
over 200,000 copies in circulation.  It 
has long been my dream to write a 
regular column in a tabloid to reach 

the masses.  The title of my column 
is “Usap Tayo” where I dissect current 
issues and events in the light of God’s 
Word. I find it so fulfilling doing this 
for the masses as my audience. One 
Saturday, I was having a haircut when 
one of the barbers approached me and 
showed me a copy of that day’s issue 
of PM. He opened the paper on the 
page where my column was located 
and jubilantly asked, “Sir, ikaw po ba 
ito?” When I said yes, he shouted, “Ay, 
sikat pala kayo, sir!”  The barber even 
asked me to autograph his copy of the 
tabloid. In my next visit to that barber 
shop, I was treated like a superstar. 
My haircut has also become better 
since then.

So far, I have authored 21 devotional 
books, most of them published by 
the Church Strengthening Ministry. 
Publishing a book is a great legacy. 
Nothing can beat the joy of seeing 
your book display in book stores 
across the country. The first book I 
authored titled “From Crisis to Where 
Christ Is” was published by World 
Vision right after the terrorist attack 
at the World Trade Center in the US 
on September 11, 2001.  Thanks to my 
encyclopedia, the Bible, because there 
is no difficult situation in life that it 
cannot address. 

In the Bible, seven is a perfect 
number.  I was inspired by this number 
to write the following books:

• The 7 Secrets of a Happy Home. I 
drew the secrets from the seven last 
words of Christ on the cross. The 
Bible offers us limitless creativity.  
Fr. Ruben Tanseco, president, Center 
of Family Ministries Foundation of 
Ateneo, said the following about 
the book, “The 7 Secrets of a Happy 
Home is a milestone in our literature 

The Bible does not contain the Word 
of God.  It is the very Word of God. It 
reveals to us the mind and heart of God. 
As a result, we find joy in reading the 
Bible. Joy is a big word.  It is not just an 
emotion or feeling of happiness. It goes 
beyond laughter.”
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on family life.  To my knowledge, 
this is the first book where the most 
meaningful aspects of Filipino life 
are relevantly linked to the Seven 
Last Words of Jesus on the cross. 

• The 7 Secrets of Meaningful and 
Joyful Work.  I took the secrets from 
the seven days of creation narrated 
in Genesis. The Bible is a rich source 
of inspiration and guidance for 
management. In fact, the business 
community is now discovering many 
effective business principles from 
the Bible.  In the Foreword about the 
book, motivational speaker Anthony 
Pangilinan has this to say, “I find 
Pastor Joey’s The Seven Secrets of 
Meaningful and Joyful Work a unique 
blend of revelations as well as 
known facts in workplace and home 
productivity and efficiency. Culling 
the Seven Secrets from the seven 
days of creation is encouraging 
(and reassuring). God worked hard 
to create the universe, and He 
rested after completion.  That is the 
pattern—and a secret—we all must 
learn to imbibe.”

• The 7 Secrets of Reaching 
God’s Dream for You. I discovered 
the secrets from the crossing of 
the Jordan River by the Israelites 
under the leadership of Joshua in 
search of their God-given dream, the 
Promised Land. Biblical principles 

If joy reigns in your heart, your resistance against diseases 
also becomes stronger. You become healthy as a bull, 
because joy is a very powerful immune-boosting medicine. 
Joyful people are healthy people.”

never become outdated.  In her 
Foreword, Nora Lucero, general 
secretary, Philippine Bible Society, 
said of the book, “In this new book, 
prolific author Joey Umali, uses 
the account of the Israelites, led by 
Joshua, crossing the Jordan River 
into the Promised Land to teach us 
principles to the fulfillment of God’s 
plans for us.  His wise admonitions, 
interesting stories supported by 
doable, practical examples inspire 
us to act courageously in turning our 
God-given dreams into reality.”

At present, I have a weekly program 
called “Karunungang Buhay” every 
Sunday, 6:30-7:00 AM over 702AM, 
DZAS, where I used lectionary 
readings for the day as basis for my 
reflection.  The “Karunungang Buhay” 
here refers to wisdom taken from the 
Bible, specially from the sermons of 
Christ written in the Gospels.  

Before “Karunungang Buhay,” 
I was host and preacher of the 
daily devotional program “Hardin 
ng Panalangin” for eight years. I 
remember the day when Mr. Ted Failon 
of DZMM of ABS-CBN told me that an 
audience survey in the 6:00-7:00 AM 
time segment showed that “Hardin 
ng Panalangin” was number three in 
mega-Manila and number one outside 
the metropolis.  Mr. Failon, who was 
then a regular listener of the program, 

was surprised over the strong showing 
of Hardin, surpassing news programs 
which used to dominate the airwaves.  
This was what I told him, “Because 
people want to listen first to the Good 
News before hearing the bad news.” 
The Word of God truly gives joy, 
courage and inspiration to adequately 
prepare us for the daily grind of life.

Not only do I find joy in the Word 
of God, I also find life’s meaning as I 
allow the Word to shape my life and 
ministry. As Psalm 119:105 declares, 
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a 
light for my path.”

Rev. Jose ‘Joey’ C. Umali, Jr.
is President of Faith 
International Society of Hope 
for Empowerment and Renewal, 
Inc., a PCEC recognized ministry 
whose main objective is to 
help strengthen the Body of 
Christ through united worship, 
equipping and community 
service of churches from 
different denominations.
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Maryann: My Tribute

Dear Maryann,
 
You are beloved by me but there is 

one who loved you more than I did---
our Lord. You have been a passionate 
follower of Jesus from the time you 
came to know Him at seventeen. For 
a short time before that, you were 
passionate about being in the circus, 

where you performed in a high wire 
act, along with 11 other performers. It 
was your life. You loved it.

 
Yet, in God’s great love for you, he 

sent two friends to share the Good 
News of life found only in Christ. On 
responding, you immediately found 
avenues of service. You returned 

to finish high school. Then, with no 
money, off to Bible school you went, 
where you experienced God’s amazing 
provision through Mr. Rossie of 
Tropicana. At Columbia Bible College, 
you learned about missions, studied 
hard and graduated Magna Cum 
Laude.

 
You couldn’t wait to get to the 

Mission field. The Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship (OMF) was reluctant 
to send out a 23-year old, but you 
persisted, and prevailed.

 
You were first assigned to 

Mamburao, Mindoro where we met. It 
was not love at first sight, but I was 
attracted to you, although you weren’t 
so sure about me.

 
After a couple of years, we were 

married and began our life of ministry 
and family together. God blessed us 
with Donald, then 18 months later, 
David. Joy, our only daughter, was 
born while I was studying at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School. Stephen 
was born at home in Silang, Cavite, 
where we were both teaching at the 
Philippine Missionary Institute. And 
Caleb, last but not least, was also was 
born at home, when we lived in Manila.

 
We went home in 1979, following 

my vision of starting a ministry to help 

by Dr. Robert Samms
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churches equip God’s people for works 
of service. It was called LAMP, or Lay 
Action Ministry Program. Although you 
had no desire to leave the Philippines, 
you willingly followed my sense of 
God’s guidance.

 
You soon found a place of service at 

Mission Hills Church where you became 
Director of Children’s Ministry there for 
14 years. It was only when the pressure 
became too great, perhaps contributing 
to your aneurisms, that you have been 
sent to retirement.

 
Retirement of course, was never 

you, as you joyfully continued serving 
our Lord. You were always willing to 
fit in, and be the kind of help that was 
“meet” for me. Together we served, me 
writing and getting others to write, and 
you proof-reading. These courses late 
becoming the Institute for Training In 
Ministry (iTIM).

 
Your health had been compromised 

for many years and was accompanied 

by much pain and 
discomfort. But you bore it 
all bravely, affirming that 
God had a purpose for it. 
Then, so suddenly and 
unexpectedly, God took 
you home at 12:45 a.m. of 
March 18, 2020. You died as a result 
of falling, hitting your head so very 
hard on our living room coffee table. 
From that injury you developed a 
large bleed, from which you did not 
recover in this side of heaven. But you 
recovered in heaven where you are 
now enjoying the presence of Jesus 
and His glory. Did you find Kasama, our 
beloved dog of 15 years, there?  

 

 
We will be following you, In His time. 

But because God gave us a great work 
with iTIM, there is still much to be 
done, God willing.

 
I love you.
 
Bob
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Planted by 
Streams of Water

by Socorro Varela

One of the things I love in 
the Book of Psalms is its 
beautiful imagery of a 

believer’s relationship with God.  An 
example of this is found right away in 
Psalm 1.  S/He who is devoted to the 
Word of God is likened to a tree that is 
planted by streams of water – assured 
of life and fruitfulness. Our time of 
quarantine has made me appreciate 
this imagery more profoundly. 
 
At our farm in Bohol, we are a bit 
delayed in our rice planting due to 
the untimely death of a trusted farm 
worker.  With the onset of summer, 
the supply in the small river beside 
our field from which we draw water 

is running dry.  I’ve been told that 
unless God sends us some rain, the 
rice stalks on the field may bear grains 
but will have nothing inside.  This 
problem prompted us to cry out to God 
for a miracle.  Thus, during our daily 
devotional time, our team has been 
asking God to send us rain to `save’ our 
rice fields, and replenish the water in 
the river.  The `miracle’ came when, in 
spite of the summer season, God sent 
an easterly wind that brought clouds 
and heavy rains.  What rejoicing it 
brought to all of us who prayed! 
 
As water is to plants, the Word of God 
is to the believer but like our need to 
eat healthy and exercise, it requires a 

great amount of discipline on our part 
to make it a vital part of our daily life. 
 
As a young missionary, I was so 
motivated to study the Word because 
I needed to know the God I decided 
to follow.  My knowledge of the Bible 
then was only coming from my training 
with Campus Crusade for Christ 
(CCC) which albeit was sound, but 
not extensive.  I wanted to study the 
entire Bible like my academic books 
in college with the goal of getting into 
the mind and heart of God, knowing 
what He loves and what He hates.  I 
began this journey in my first year 
of field assignment in 1979.  On my 
own, I took notes as I read from book 
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to book (beginning with the gospel 
of John) filling up big journals that I 
have kept through the years.  Then in 
1986, Danny and I were given by CCC 
the privilege to study at International 
Graduate School of Leadership where 
we completed our Master of Divinity.  It 
was a wonderful season for us – having 
God-loving teachers who guided us in 
our intensive study of His Word.
 
The years of disciplined study in the 
Word of God have helped me weather 
many storms in and have made me a 
fruitful servant but after gaining much 
knowledge, I became complacent.  I 
still read book by book, but only small 
portions at a time during my quiet time 
with no need to exert extra effort.  After 
all, I have already read and studied 
the entire Bible.  But thankfully, God 
awakened me from my faulty thinking. 
 
As a veteran missionary, I have had 
many invitations to speak and teach the 
Bible such that my engagement in the 
Word is often motivated by the need to 
impart knowledge to others.  But during 
our stint as chaplains of the Logos 
Hope ship, God used a brother to relay 
a message to me.  He was calling me 
back to my `first love’ – to do the things 
I did as at first – diligently seeking to 
get inside His heart and mind through 
engagement in His Word which I did 

with the Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) 
class in our city. I realized that I had 
been studying the Bible as a means to 
an end. I began to appreciate learning 
from my BSF classmates because of 
the freshness of their response to their 
growing knowledge of God.  Meanwhile, 
what helps Danny maintain his own 
discipline in the Word is following the 
`Read through the Bible One Year’ guide 
with his bible study group members. 
 
Our rootedness in the Word of God is 
tested in a time of crisis like what we 
are going through today.  The COVID 19 
crisis is challenging us in every way – 
physically, emotionally, financially, and 
spiritually.  It has kept us away from 
our church family who normally give 
us strength and comfort in our times of 
need.   But God has given us His Word.  
Nothing can take it away from us.  In 
our times of anxiety and frustration, 
God’s promises comfort us and give us 
strength.  It keeps us watered in a time 
of drought, so that we can still bear our 
fruits in its season.  Let us therefore 
act wisely, and take advantage of this 
opportunity to deepen our roots in His 
Word.  We don’t know how long this 
crisis will last, and how it will affect 
our lives.  What is important is that we 
maintain our connection to the living 
water, making sure that it is flowing 
through us.

Socorro “Cory” Varela
directs the Shepherd’s Well
Transformation Center in 
Ubay, Bohol, with husband 
Pastor Danny Varela.

Psalm 1:1-3
Blessed is the man
 who walks not in the counsel 

of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners,
 nor sits in the seat of scoffers;
but his delight is in the law of 

the Lord,
 and on his law he meditates 

day and night.
He is like a tree
 planted by streams of water
that yields its fruit in its season,
 and its leaf does not wither.
In all that he does, he prospers.

In our times of anxiety and frustration, God’s promises 
comfort us and give us strength.  It keeps us watered in a time 
of drought, so that we can still bear our fruits in its season.  
Let us therefore act wisely, and take advantage of this 
opportunity to deepen our roots in His Word.”
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Women On The Move
by Jean Galang

On an Israel Study Tour, 
our group was taken 
to Mount Arbel where 

Jesus supposedly gave the Great 
Commission. For me, that was already 
a highlight in itself, until we reached 
Magdala, believed to be the hometown 
of Mary Magdalene (literally Mary 
from Magdala). There they found a 
synagogue comparable to those where 
Jesus preached through all Galilee on 
his last months of ministry on earth. 
Inside was a “Women’s Atrium” with 
eight pillars representing women in 
the Bible who followed Jesus; one 
especially designated for the women 
Christ-followers across all time. As I 
was not prepared for that affirmation, 
tears welled up as I followed our guide 
in the brief tour.

Honoring women has already 
become a norm. Every young woman 
is empowered to aspire for anything 
she puts her mind and heart into. 
We celebrate women in March. We 
celebrate mothers in May. We could 
actually celebrate womanhood all year 
round. What a great time to be alive as 
a woman! However, women in Jesus’ 
time did not share the same privilege. 
Let me read to you some quotes 
according to Mishna – a collection of 
Jewish instructions:

 

· Women are an embarrassment 
and a reproach!

· Sin began with a woman and 
thanks to her, we all have to die!

· Don’t put yourself in the hands 
of a woman or she might begin 
to dominate you completely!

· The words of Torah should be 
burned or taught to dogs rather 
than be taught to women.

· A rabbi would never speak to a 
woman in public – not even to 
his wife.

 
These “norms” do not resonate with 

what I read in the Bible especially 
when I study the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ who broke the cultural 
traditions of His time in how He 
treated women. He loved, accepted, 
healed, and forgave them. He restored 
their dignity by talking to them and 
speaking life into them, and yes, even 
challenging them to follow Him as a 
disciple when traveling with a rabbi 
was unheard of.  Jesus made it a 
wonderful time to be alive for the 
women he invited to “follow Me and I 
will make you fishers of men!”

 
Jesus had women disciples 

who played significant part in His 
disciplemaking movement. I am 
reminded of a Filipino idiom “saling-
pusa.” Who has experienced being 
one because your parents asked your 
older siblings to let you join their game 
as a pretend player. Deep inside you 
were wondering if you were really 
contributing anything valuable. Well, 
there are no “saling-pusa” in the 
Kingdom of God. Women were not 
pretend players. In Hebrew, a woman 
disciple is called a talmidah. Yose ben 
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Yoezer (2nd century BC) said, “Let 
your house be a meeting place for the 
rabbis, and cover yourself in the dust 
of their feet, and drink in their words 
thirstily.” We could derive from that 
quote that a disciple provides for the 
Rabbi, follows the Rabbi wherever 
he goes, travels with him, and learns 
in humility by “sitting at his feet” as 
famously demonstrated by Mary of 
Bethany. Let me introduce to you 
another Mary who was especially 
mentioned in Luke 8:1-3.

 
Mary Magdalene had seven demons 

taken out from her (Luke 8:2). She had 
completely experienced the liberating 
power of God and completely she 
devoted her life to Rabbi Jesus. This 
resulted in her impressive presence 
and leadership among the faithful 
followers of Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
The mere fact that the four gospels 
mentioned her name 12 times in total 
tells a lot of her significance. She met 
Jesus. She invested her time in Jesus. 
She was willing to serve unnoticed 
as a devoted disciple. She was willing 
to invest financially (Luke 8:3). She 
was not ashamed to be identified with 
Christ.

 
She was one of the first to arrive 

at the empty tomb (John 20:1) and 
to witness the risen Christ (John 
20:16). Jesus called her by her name 
and told her to give the news of His 
resurrection to the other disciples. Her 
Rabbi commissioned her to become 
the first herald of His resurrection. 
Mary Magdalene and the other women 
were recorded in history as credible 
witnesses, in a time when men alone 
were considered trustworthy. Her 
testimony tells of what Christ is able 
to do for a woman and what a woman 

can do for the One who has done so 
much for her. She owed much, given 
much, loved much, and served much.

 
Dear fellow talmidah, remember 

your state when the Lord found you. 
Maybe you feel that you are a “saling-
pusa” and are allowing your culture 
to accept it and settle. But know that 
when the Lord invited you to follow 
Him, He meant it. He has an important 
part waiting for you to take for the 
furtherance of His Kingdom. Would 
you bow right now and say a prayer of 
gratitude for what he has done in your 
life?

 
Now think of a “talmidah” in your 

church. She could be a mother, a wife, 
a member, a worker, or a leader. Think 
of ways how you could empower her 
to be a faithful partner in the ministry. 
Verbally encourage her by reminding 
her of her vital role in our Lord’s 
movement by discipling, training and 
coaching both men and women and 
by exhorting her to continue sitting at 
the feet of her Rabbi Jesus. Would you 
pray for her right now?

 
A woman blooms when she knows 

she is loved. Together we bloom, rise 
and make disciples.

Jean Galang started pursuing 
her calling as a discipler 
of the next generation right 
after graduating BA Speech 
Communications at the 
University of the Philippines 
Diliman. She finished MA in 
Pastoral Studies at Alliance 
Graduate School. She worked as 
a Project Coordinator at Focus 
on the Family Philippines for 
almost 5 years and as a Campus 
Outreach Coordinator at Capitol 
City Baptist Church for eight 
years. She now works as the 
Creative Advocacies Director 
at Wavemakers. She devotes 
her time inspiring, training and 
coaching church workers in 
order to reach out to the next 
generation. She is a movie buff, a 
traveler and a foodie. She happily 
lives with her single mother Sally 
and cat Meimei.

Honoring women has already become 
a norm. Every young woman is 
empowered to aspire for anything she 
puts her mind and heart into.”
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The Strangely Familiar: 
My Personal Journey 

with God and His Word
by Dr. Anthony P. dela Fuente

I can trace the beginnings of my 
passion for the word and The Word 
way back growing up in a household 

that held the spoken and written at a 
premium.
 
My father was a brilliant public speaker. 
He had the ability to weave words 
and images that enchanted listeners. 
Persuasive yet sincere, his way with 
words helped him as a politician. He 
was a natural conversationalist - he 
loved talking and listening even to 
people he just met. He came from a line 
of Baptist preachers who proclaimed 
the Word. He was a man of words, and 
deep faith.
 
My mother was a physician in rural 
Mindanao, and she developed a 
combination of languages spoken 
in that area (Hiligaynon, Cebuano, 
Maguindanao, Ilocano) which helped 
her communicate with her patients. 
She came from a family of poets and 
writers who felt deeply and expressed 
themselves eloquently. My mother has 
gifted me with reading by teaching me 
to read.
 
I finished reading my first novel at age 
9 where I marveled at the beauty and 
wonder of words - how they opened up 

a rich tapestry of images. I discovered 
new worlds. They answered niggling 
questions about existence, life, and all 
the mysteries that encompass it.
 
Growing up, we were encouraged to 
read literature, memorize poetry, listen 
to speeches of great people and of 
course read the Bible rigorously.
 
It was at this point that I began to 
apprehend the power of the Word, and 
the sheer strength and authority it 
has over our lives and the universe. I 
devoted my life to studying, teaching 
and proclaiming the Word as a vocation.
 
My main preoccupation was to behold 
its beauty and power. I got lost not 
only in its strangeness but also in its 
allure. Its otherworldliness as well 
as its earthiness fascinates me. My 
seminary training taught me the rigors 
of studying the Word carefully, precisely 
and technically. It showed me another 
facet of the study of the Word: the 
intricacies of vocabulary, grammar, 
syntax and contexts. My aim wass 
to build bridges so that the Word is 
brought to our world now. I am in awe 
of the tension and the paradox of the 
Word of God: its being transcendent, 
otherworldly in its origin and power 

but immediate it is in our own lives 
nonetheless. In fact, this is the very 
essence of revelation: it is not of us or 
from us, but we are affected by it. We 
are immersed in it that it is part of our 
growth and the molding of our identities 
and destinies. We center our lives in the 
Word because it is life as it provides for 
us the answers to the great questions 
of life: How shall I live my life? What 
shall I do with it? Is there any hope for 
significance and meaning in my life? 
How do we know what is right? Where 
do we find wisdom? What is wisdom?
      
This is why the commands of God 
were central to the life and faith of 
Israel. In Deuteronomy 6:1-9, the 
Israelites found the transcendent 
wisdom coming from God Himself 
which became identity-shaping and 
destiny-directing. The urgency and 
the centrality of His commands were 
underscored in the repeated injunction 
to “learn” or “teach” (verb: lamad). 
But more than just precepts and the 
stipulated decrees-the motivating 
force within this commitment is a 
strangely earthly and deeply personal 
impetus: love for God. It is to be in 
engagement with God who relates 
and draws near to His creatures. The 
point of keeping His commands is not 
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to fear the law but to fear the Lord. 
It points to God and the love-bond He 
has created. The point of the command 
is not to propagate fear, but faith in 
God whose love and providence is 
evident as they lived their everyday 
lives. While they must be followed, the 
reason for such adherence is innately 
a personal one - a relationship with 
a personal God who is different but 
familiar, and intimate. And the way His 
love, and precepts must be transferred 
and taught is primarily through the 
personal bonds of family.
 
Verses 7-9 give this explicit instruction: 
“Impress them on your children. Talk 
about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when 
you lie down and when you get up. Tie 
them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads. Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses 
and on your gates.”
 
The three verbs are interrelated: 
“impress,” “tie them” and “write” which 
bolster the emphasis to the personal 
nature of how we apprehend and 
incorporate God’s Word into the details 
of one’s life. The first is an instruction 
to teach the family, the second is a self-
reminder, and the last as proclamation 
to others.
 
First, “impress it to your children” 
gives the familial role in the hearing, 
propagation of the Word. Akin to 
sharpening a knife so as to make a 
mark - the level of engagement with 
the Word must be so pointed that the 
next generation is “marked” with deep 
reverence for God, and His precepts. 
The family is foremost in the teaching, 
adhering, and ultimately in the 
transmission of His word to the next 
generation.
 

Second, “tie them as symbols on 
your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads,” has been taken literally in 
the actual binding of Scripture on one’s 
head and hands among the Jewish 
communities, but it does signify more. 
It refers to one’s personal commitment 
to adhere to His Word - to be bound in 
an immediate and intimate proximity 
to God Himself. It is a daily reminder of 
one’s commitment.
 
Third, “Write them on the doorframes 
of your houses and on your gates” is 
not only a public proclamation of one’s 
commitment to the Source of life, 
but also an invitation for others to do 
likewise.
 
When my mother was stricken with 
cancer and when we were faced with 
the horrific realization that we will 
lose her, God’s Word was an abiding 
presence that bolstered and galvanized 
us. One of the deepest impressions I 
have received from my parents was the 

early mornings when we would gather 
to pray and delve into God’s Word. We 
were sequestered in a small apartment 
we stayed at in Quezon City. My mother 
was undergoing cobalt radiation when 
her cancer has metastasized. It was an 
intense encounter with the otherness of 
God and His Word, but also His intimacy 
- like an embrace, a caress on fevered 
cheeks. It was then - and in many other 
recollections that has allowed us to 
experience, engage and encounter God 
and His Word. It was transcendent, 
but also personal and immanent. As 
a result of this early exposure to God 
and His Word, and how my parents 
transmitted it to us, my siblings and 
I are actively involved in the teaching 
and propagating of God’s Word. Each 
one of us are committed to passing on 
this abiding love for God to the next 
generation. We are teachers, preachers, 
counselors, and servants of God in 
different capacities. This is a legacy 
from our parents who taught us to love 
God, and adhere to His precepts.

The Reverend Anthony “Bong” dela Fuente, 
ThD is currently the training director of the 
Ikthus Leadership Institute, and part of the 
pastoral staff of Ikthus Bacolod, one of the 
fastest growing church in Bacolod City. 
Formerly a seminary professor, he taught 
Systematic Theology, Theology and Culture, 
Philosophy of Religion, and Church History. 

He earned his Master of Divinity at the Koinonia 
Theological Seminary in Davao City.  He finished his Doctor of Theology 
degree at the Asia Baptist Theological Seminary where he majored 
in Historical Systematic Theology. His work primarily focused on the 
intersection of popular culture, film and theology. In 2011, he was invited 
as the Global Research Institute Visiting Scholar at the Fuller Theological 
Seminary in Pasadena, California. While there he facilitated classes on film 
and religion, wrote articles for journals, and interacted with faculty and 
students. In 2017, he was invited by Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois to 
be the John Stott International Visiting Scholar, He lectured, curated a mini-
film festival, and lead theological discussions with students and faculty. 
He has published in such venues as the Journal of Film and Religion, 
Asia Pacific Journal of International Studies, along with numerous book 
chapters and online articles. 
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Church Victorious and 
Corona Virus

Biblical and Practical Guidelines for PCEC Churches
in Dealing with the Covid-19 Situation

The outbreak of corona virus 
since January this year has 
elicited responses from various 

groups. This shows that the contagion 
has over-reaching effects. Today 
in the Philippines, people’s social 
involvements, economic decisions, 
educational endeavors, and emotional 
states are largely influenced by this 
week’s sudden increase of COVID 19 
patients.

The spread of the virus, needless 
to say, has also brought challenging 
questions related to the religious life of 
Filipinos. Should we cancel communal 
gatherings aimed to worship God? 
Should we postpone events meant to 
reach out to unbelievers? These are 
only surface-level questions, because 
beneath these are deeper and far-
reaching questions such as: Is our 
Christian testimony damaged when 
we postpone worship gatherings? Is 
the integrity of Christian gatherings 
compromised when we cancel them? 
Is cancelling services an evidence of 
a pastor’s lack of faith? Is choosing to 
avoid Christian gatherings an evidence 
of a Christian’s low commitment level?

Here are some biblical principles that 
we might need to consider as we draw 
our responses to the questions above.

First, we must consider the Hebraic 
understanding of the holistic human 
self. Careful readers of the Old 
Testament, particularly the Holiness 
Code in Leviticus 17-26, will notice 
that God is concerned with humanity’s 
holistic well-being. The laws reveal 
that the physical, social, economic, 
and religious are closely intertwined. 

Hygienic laws have spiritual bearings. 
Social laws have spiritual import. 
For instance, the prohibition to touch 
dead bodies (Num 19:11) is a religious 
law, but it is actually more hygienic 
in nature. In short, hygienic decisions 
are religious decisions. Lepers are 
asked to live outside the camp (Lev 
13:26) not because they are spiritually 
unclean; God simply wanted to prevent 
the spread of leprosy among the 
Israelites. The presence of lepers in 
the community threatens their shalom, 
so they are asked to limit their social 
presence and involvement.

Second, Christians need to consider 
the wider community in decision-
making. Paul told the Corinthian 
believers: “everything is permissible, 
but not everything is beneficial” (1 
Cor 6:12). What one might consider 
as harmless to the self might be 
detrimental to others. By insisting our 
individual preferences, we may fail 
to act in love (Rom 14:15). We must 
make sure that our decisions and 
actions consider the well-being of the 
community we belong to. We must be 
willing to refrain from doing things that 
endanger the life and well-being of 
others, even if they may be harmless or 
even good to us personally.

Third, zeal and knowledge must 
go together (Prov 19:2). Passionate 
affirmations unguided by knowledge 
of facts is not prudent. In short, the 
exercise of faith must be accompanied 
by practical knowledge. To make 
decisions using faith as the sole criteria, 
even in the face of overwhelming 
information available for us, is like 

building a castle on sand while 
observing big waves coming. We must 
consider facts as God’s signposts 
to guide us in making faith-based 
decisions. Faith and facts are not 
opposites; they are complementary.

Fourth, we must choose which 
battles to fight. Having faith in God 
does not always translate to victory. 
Faith is not a magic term that dispels 
sickness or prevents defeat. In Exodus 
13:17-18, we read God commanding the 
Israelites to take a detour going to the 
Promise Land, instead of going through 
the Philistine country, though it was 
shorter. God knew that the Israelites 
would engage the Philistines in battle, 
and even though He was guiding them, 
it was not a war God wanted them to 
have. Not all enemies must be faced 
head-on; there are some battles that 
are better to avoid. There are moments 
when retreat is the godly option to take.

Finally, we must maintain the 
balance between divine fiat and human 
responsibility. We must not excuse 
ourselves from carelessness because 
of our faith in an all-powerful God who 
can answer our prayers. God gives us 
freedom to make choices, and He does 
not always intervene to prevent us from 
failing. True to our experience, we face 
the consequences of our own actions. 
God does not reverse time just for our 
sakes to undo the damages we have 
brought upon ourselves and to others. 
This is why we must be prudent in 
making decisions. We must remember 
that because God is God, He can choose 
whether or not to intervene. Either way, 
He still remains God.

(cont. on page 40)
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and hateful that you still hurt when you think about it. Has this caused you to become critical of 
people in your past the moment their names are mentioned? Whatever your situation, however 
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PCEC STATEMENT

In the light of the biblical principles 
above, we as Christians are called 
to prudence. So how do we become 
faithful stewards of our faith, of our 
bodies, our communities, and our 
country in these difficult times?

First, we must make every effort to 
take care of our bodies and the health 
of others. We can do this by following 
the guidelines set by the World Health 
Organization on regularly washing our 
hands with soap and water, disinfecting 
our hands with alcohol, not touching our 
own faces, and abstaining from physical 
contact with others (including formal 
handshakes and friendly beso-besos.

Second, as recommended by the 
government and by WHO, we must 
avoid organizing large gatherings and 
going to large crowds. This might mean 
temporarily cancelling our worship 
gatherings, camps and retreats, regular 
fellowships, and outreach ministries. 
We at PCEC recommend, upon the 
discretion of our church leaders, 

cancelling Sunday worship services for 
as long as one month.

This is not an evidence of lack 
of faith or commitment, but it is 
prudence in the face of facts. We must 
remember that viral contamination has 
massive effects both personally and 
communally. There are other avenues 
of meeting, counseling, fellowshipping, 
and being edified apart from being 
physically present together, and these 
alternatives must be explored and 
utilized in the interim.

Third, the church must become a 
part of the solution, and not be another 
problem. Our government, with its 
minimal human, infrastructural, and 
financial resources, is already hard-
pressed in preventing the further 
spread of COVID 19. The church must 
participate in this noble effort. By not 
intentionally gathering people, we will 
help minimize or stop the spread of 
the virus. Instead of insisting on what 
God can do for us, we must think how 

God can use us for our country and for 
others.

In these trying times, let us all 
remember God’s words through the 
Apostle Paul:

“6Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7And the peace of God, 
which transcends all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus.”

                                   Phil. 4:6-7

FOR THE PHILIPPINE COUNCIL OF 
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES:

Bishop Noel A. Pantoja
National Director
Philippine Council of Evangelical 
Churches –
Philippine Relief and Development 
Services, Inc.

(from page 36)
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